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The Mississippi House (members past and present), APLAN, 
Hans, Niko, Ellen, Jean, Damian, Josh Vegas, Rachelle, Samcore, 
Amanda, the House of Tarts, Miriam, Alissa, the Punkin House, 
The Sact. Ho's, the BRYCC House, Harry, Ted & Chris, Kitty, 
Kinko's Mitch, Nif, Ex-Coolest Guy, Mark, Christina, Chantelle, 
Mrs. Eleni Hunter, Adam, Colyn, those who have provided scams, 
rides, floors, bikes, and food, and, lastly, the DDHC... 

thank you. 



the cover was drawn by 
Kallisti Ray 



let's ride bikes... 

here civilisation ceased 

PO Box iz8z 

Fullerton CA 92836 






At the sound of the whistle, we jumped up, grabbing out- 
packs and containers of water, and walked to a spot next to the 
tracks. It was late summer, a brisk afternoon, and our idea was to 
catch the highline, the Burlington-Northern train originating in 
Portland pulling a string of high-priority freight non-stop to 
Minneapolis - ideally with us hidden in one of the cars. We were 
hopefully to eventually make our way to New York, Captai n Joyce 
Leslie wanted to live there for the winter, and I just wanted a 
cross-county adventure. 

It was that time of the year when summer was beginning to 
fade into autumn. It was visible in the empty lots throughout the 
neighborhood where, like the people in this city who are ghostly 
white the other nine months of the year, the leaves on the trees had 
been bronzed following the last three months of sun. You could feel 
it, the mild chill of evening no longer waited for dusk, but would 
creep into the city before the sun even touched the treetop horizon 
which crowned the West Hills. Though at this time of year, the 
blackberry bushes are lush with berries, and it was these bushes 
which lined the edge of the tiainyard, concealing us from the road 
and from the yardworkers, and also staining our fingers a velvet hue 
of purple as we picked every berry we could find while waiting for 
our train. 

Then we heard the whistle... 

Growing up, I lived in a city that was built around a stretch 
of railroad tracks extending east from Los Angeles. All 
Burlington- Northern railroad traffic between LA and San Diego to 
the south or San Bernardino to the east would run along these 
tracks. Amtrak also uses these rails - I can tell you because I've 
taken the Amtrak southbound, though I can't tell you if they also 
head east, as no one I know has ever paid money to end up in Sau 
Bernardino. I lived close enough to the tracks that at night, when 
everything else was quiet, I could hear the trains passing through. 1 
roulil even feel the vibrations A the wheels passing over the swirrh 
in the track where two sections of rail are joined. The whistles of 



this hierarchy ain't gonna topple itself, 
let's begin. 






trains throughout the night became soothing, a comforting 
accompaniment to nights spent listening to the oldies radio station, 
or just lying iu bed staring out my window. Years passed - 18 of 
tbem before I left - but the train whistles were always there. 
Sporadic times throughout the night, but never absent. It's still a 
sound I love to hear. 

I stepped out of the bushes and saw the first unit, a" 
northbound on the main track- This was ours. 

We had our packs on, wiping the sticky blackberry residue 
from our bauds, waiting. 






The traiu approached, but when it came close, we saw that 
it was traveling way too fast to catch. Three units flew by, followed 
by car after car of double-stacked trailers. We stood within feet of 
the train, close enough to feel the wind from each passing car. Our 
timing was nearly perfect - we had gotteu to the yard about twenty 
minutes before our train went through, which is all you could hope 
for being that freight trains really have no precise schedule. The 
only problem was that we were too far up in the yard, that the trains 
had accelerated to a speed that we had no hope of tiying to catch. 

The final car passed while we could only stand and watch, 
still holding onto our packs and bottles of water. 1 stepped onto the 
track to watch the train speed farther and farther away until it 
finally disappeared around a curve in the distance. 

Like I said, freight trains have no definite schedules, and if 
there's one thing you need when riding trains, it's patience. Actually 
it's water, but patience is a close second. How many times I've had 
to sit in trainyards, wait beneath bridges or sleep inside tone 
boxcars, waiting for hours, whole nights sometimes, for something 
headed in my direction. And even then, I've been sidelined and 
abandoned by the units, or have had my train break up somewhere 
along the way, leaving me stuck, tired and lost, a disoriented 
stranger wandering somewhere between point A and point B. Fve 
been escorted out of yards, citation in pocket, in the back seat of 
yard-patrol's SUV's, and had to endure sitting in the rain hoping 
something would come soon. And even then... a train may be 
traveling too fast to catch, or have no cars where it would be 










As for Orange County, it appears less aud less idealistic 
every time I see it. Cousumed, it seems, by its owu assets. I cau't say 
i'ii be too dupressed tke day that 1 bear it falls into tbe ocean. Last 1 
beard, lemons bad replaced oranges as tbe county's most abundant 
crop. 

Rip it up! . ' 



possible to conceal yourself, or may very obviously not be going to 
tbe destination you are boping to get to. Ou freigbts, arriving 
anywbere on time is as hopeless as expecting a warm comfortable 
ride. 

The thing is, it is all these factors that give trains a certain 
type of romance. It's a game of wits and patience, and a couple parts 
chance, and if you lose, the consequences may be serious, but if you 
win, your efforts do not go unrewarded. You'll travel through areas 
where others can't go, lands isolated by geography, property claims, 
and tunnels and trestles constructed solely for railroad passing. Tbe 
wind will run through your hair, and tbe sunlight will flutter upon 
your eyelids. It's a sense of vertigo, a symphouy of sound aud 
rhythm. You have a respect for distance, unlike air travel which 
makes it invisible, or car travel which makes it monotonous and 
ugly. The past is left behind at 50 miles an hour, and on those 
occasions where you end up where you wanted to go, success 
gleams across your lips. And on those times that you don't... well... 

What now, we wondered. The day was cooling off, and the 
sky was streaked its setting-sun canopy of steel orange. We sat 
back down, what else could you do? Abb, that familiar taste of 
blackberries and anticipation. We shared stories of past rides, and 
past times in New York, and how, despite the wait, trains sure did 
beat the hell out of going Greyhound. 

It wasn't long, though, before we heard the hissing of 
brakes on auother train that had been sitting in the yard, still and 
quiet until now. We agreed that if the train made any northward 
movements, we'd bop on. Aud soon enough, it did. We found a 
graiuer aud crawled inside. 

Motion. 

The train gasped a series of creaks and moans, like the 
morning stretching of slumbering limbs. Louder and more constant 
as we slowly accelerated. 

Stop. 



A brake-check? Inside we sat quiet and alert while outside 
twilight settled all around us. 



By the time we decided we should wait in the outskirts 
again until we could figure out when this train was doing, we were 
already traveling too fast to jump off. 

Motion. 

We were now headed east. Signs of urbanism becoming 
fewer and fewer until only our train and a quiet two-laue highway 
were visible amongst the trees beneath the nighttime sky. 



space'." 



'We flew on the wings of the wind... annihilating 'time and 



The railroad was the introduction of steady mechanical 
motion, the creation of the sensation that the landscape was floating 
across one's field of vision. This journal entry was written in 1830 
by a first-time passenger - racing along at speeds of 15 to 25 miles 
per hour. 

With flashlight and map, I determined that we were en 
route to Spokane, Washington. A route which took us along the 
north bank of the Columbia River. 

The railroad made transcontinental travel possible, opening 
new doorways for communication and transportation. A town once 
content with surviving on its own production could now transport 
its crops to more densely populated centers, and industry now had 
new markets wherever the rails could reach. Along the rails, towns 
sprang up on land which had only years before remained untouched. 
Tunnels were carved and bridges built. Clocks across the continent 
were standardised to the pulse of the steam locomotives. 
Civilisation blossomed, and the industrial revolution had hurled 
man into worlds which could hardly have been imagined only years 
before. 

This was the future. The railroad had borne civilization. 






people and tlie physical environment. I find myself returning to visit 
friends and family every now and then. I guess there haven't been 
any drastic changes, just what can be called more of the same. 
Disneyland has built a new theme park, there are new freeways, and 
more often than not there is at least one beach which is closed rfue 
to pollution. The growing number of strip malls and gated 
communities seems to be taking place at the highest rate that 
developers can move into the wetlands and canyons, trying to create 
room for the population which still increases consistentiv each year, 
conditions which stem from and simultaneously undermine that 
well oiled suburban Utopian machine. As for that subculture I oner 
fit in with, I honestly don't know how it's doing. I've grown up a hit 
too. What was me, in the past, traversing the city with a skateboard 
and my hair in liberty spikes has progressed into a bicycle and ;i 
walkman with a Bangles cassette, though the days of roaming the 
streets in bands of kids tweaked on speed or drunk on cheap liquor 
are all but completely gone. It wasn't until I moved away and 
traveled a bit that I realized how it was not. a universal normalirv 
that about half of everyone t 7 years old has a kid or has had mull h> 
pregnancies. 

Occasionally I'll run into and old friend, who, more often 
than not, will refer to those days as a phase in their life, and will 
then usually begin to tell me about their job and their partner and 
their apartment. Ill walk down streets in my old neighborhood, a 
residential area which never seems to change, where faded 
spraypaint and hazy memories mark the paths I've taken throuph 
years past. I realize that I'm a totally different person now, and I 
miss those days, though I know I can't go back to them. I wouldn't 
want to. But at the same time, I don't want to embrace the lifestyle 
that our drunken nights, evenings we spent having fun on our terms, 
were rebelling against. 

I'm glad I've had the opportunity to experience so much 
outside of the social bubble of southern California, and definitelv 
happy that I no longer live there, but I'm also glad that I haven't 
abandoned that youthful energy and recklessness which OC taught 
me, that lust for adrenaline and the taste of danger that comes with 
pushing the limits. And I'm glad to say that trouble still seems to 
follow me, wherever I go. 



I can't say that I ever sought out the lifestyle. It's just that 
the sterility of schools and work never really interested me. Orange 
County can't be topped in terms of recreational shopping malls, 
movie theaters and amusement parks, it's just that all of this passive 
entertainment just seemed so sterile to me. I looked for the other 
aspects the county had to offer. It was this arena which saw me 
spending my evenings drinking cheap malt liquor literally in the 
shadow of Disneyland. Where at age 15 I was having conversations 
with the prostitutes and car stereo thieves who would hang out in 
the same fields and parking lots as us, who bought our beer for us 
since we were too young, then told us of the last few days' 
happenings while we sat around amidst broken bottles in abandoned 
lots sipping our Mickey's and Cisco. It was hardly uncommon for 
us to end up looking for some way to break the monotony of 
suburban life, and I have plenty of memories of footchases, rushing 
through bushes, across busy streets, over barbwire fences, 
desperately and drunkenly trying to get away from motel owners, 
security guards, and members of various police departments, usually 
for reasons involving smashed windows, objects ending up in 
swimming pools, shooting off fireworks, or beer runs, but some of 
the funnier ones I remember are attempting to paint the entire 
interior of a McDonalds with ketchup, throwing bottles from a 15th 
story hotel balcony, and utterly destroying a couple hotel rooms. 



It seemed we hardly had to try, that trouble had a way of 
finding us. Rather than going to school, I'd spend my mornings at 
the beach, in a park or a friend's garage waking up to a tequila 
sunrise. And alcohol and assorted drugs combined with the late 
night streets of downtown always offered more interesting 
possibilities thau homework. 

It turned out that it wasn't a party for everyone, as every 
now and then word of another friend choosing death, or stumbling 
accidentally into it, gets around. It would take more fingers than I 
have to keep track of all the people I know who are now dead or 
seriously fucked up due to these tendencies. Friends who hung 
themselves, shot themselves in the face, overdosed, flipped their 
cars, etc. 

I'm a bit older now, and I moved out of Orange County a 
couple years ago. I just couldn't handle the superficiality of the 



Xlie__C_aptain -md I crawled our of our Steel jc::::-i:';:..-.-- 
and stood on the porch of the grainer. Occasionallv. we weuki r.».** 
a lone house with it's windows lit up. It was a strange intersecti 
of lives - possibly a family sitting to dinner, or a couple explaining 
their day's events to each other, meanwhile, the two of us appeared, 
and just as quickly disappeared, from their world, unknown to 
them, perceptible only as a passing train whistle in the night. 

Lives were forever changed. Civilization was refined. 
Industry grew. Businesses consolidated. The "annihilation of 'time 
and space"' was pushed farther wirh the automobile, the rndin, r!i, 
space shuttle, the internet. The railroad was no exception ro the new 
rules. 

The new world would make the 'floating landscape' an 
everyday occurrence. Today, no continent lies untouched. The 
dreams and myths of yesterday are mapped and plotted out today, 
pinned to grade school walls and offered as trivia in TV game 
shows. 



This was the future. Civilization had all but suffocated the 



railroad. 

This was the future. 

And then even the highway disappeared, and we were left 
alone, steadfast on our eastbound route, sharing the night with the 
blanket of stars which had appeared in the sky. Millions of them, 
who come out of hiding away from the city. We rode on the edge of 
the Columbia Gorge. Beneath us the river, whose surface mirrored 
the constellations above. Pockets of lights came and went on the 
opposite bank, rural homes resting quietly on the flowing landscape, 
following us for a moment before disappearing into the land. 

Worlds come and go, estates at every stage of wealth and 
decay line the rails. In a day, you can pass towns of lone dirt roads 
and weathered grain elevators. Seemingly vast landscapes of pristine 
oceans and mountains and plains, or find yourself riding hour after 
hour through dense sprawling metropoles. And with the absence of 
the tape deck or the inflight movie, you are captive to the scenery, to 






the beauty and immensity of the world that exists outside of your 
own. A world which existed long before human history and will 
flourish long after. 

And 1 was struck by the depth of the world around me. 
The stars which the city had taught me to forget now stretched out 
above me, boundless. Light millions of years old, passing through 
the atmosphere on this summer evening, and me, banging onto the 
ladder of a freight train taking me in the wrong direction - a chance 
encounter between two travelers. These are the meetings that 
change worlds, but that history books always neglect. 

There was no windscreen separating me from the world. 
Each fie id and evergreen we passed left a scent which lingered 
around us before being taken away with the wind. Clocks hung on 
the walls of a thousand buildings that this train would pass, but here 
and now, there was no time. Whistles from the units were greeted 
with a silent response. Trees and grass rustled in the wind, the 
crystalline river below us weaves its way toward the ocean. A path 
shaped by ihe evolution of continents, and still evolving silently, 
tirelessly, as we looked on. The solitude was encapsulating. 
Chemical and chaos. And at that moment, it made no difference that 
1 was heading the wrong way. Even had all our plans gone perfectly, 
we couldn't have hoped for a uight like this. And 1 remembered why 
I love riding trains. Despite the waitiug, the risk of being arrested, 
the occasions of being abandoned in some small out-of-the-way 
town, if you caught a train, you knew that you were leaving your 
world behind, and that new worlds waited somewhere at the end of 
the track. And if you're train made an unexpected turn... well... Like 
I said, trains are for those seeking adventure, not punctuality. I was 
now heading for one of these unforeseen worlds. Leaving the past 
behind at 70 miles an hour, and life had just become a bit more 
interesting. 






venues, restaurants, malls and parks. Orange County has it all, and 
more than likely, has several of them. 

What you're unlikely to hear about is the vertigo that 
comes from living hi such mauicured conditions. After all, 
Disneyland is hardly the only planned community. Entire cities' 
such as Irvine and Mission Viejo are still privately owned and were 
built as planned communities. The high cost-Qf-living in Orange 
County makes for conditions where it is not unusual for people well 
into their 20's to still be living with their parents. Orange County is 
suburbia epitomized, and with this comes all of the suburban angst 
and conditions which stem from, and simultaneously undermine the 
Utopian concepts of the county. 

The general affluence, combined with the year-round 
beautiful weather, miles of beaches, and abundance of clubs make 
the conditions perfect for constant parties and the accompanying 
hedonism being the norm, embedded into the very culture of the 
county. And it starts young. 

Where at the age of 17, I awoke in a hospital bed due to 
alcohol poisoning. Over time I found out that this is hardly an 
infrequent occurrence amongst people I knew, but the majority who 
this had also happened too were even younger than me. Today, I 
have more than a few friends (to put it modestly) who are in drug 
and alcohol rehab programs, and I'm still not even old enough to 
legally drink. 

The county lies within a 90 minute drive of both Los 
Angeles and San Diego, and is a modest drive from the debauch of 
Las Vegas and Mexico - the latter was a popular place for my 
friends and I to ditch school and visit, where a high school ID and a 
half-assed explanation granted us entrance to bars and clubs. The 
liquor stores never bothered checking ID's and carrying drugs and 
alcohol back over the border was only too easy. Our close 
proximity to these metropoles of vice meant that there was alway s 
anything you could imagine floating around or happening 
somewhere nearby. It's not that the kids grow up faster here, but 
that they don't grow up at all. 
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Orange Comity lies in a plateau stretching along the 
southern California coast between Los Angeles and San Diego. 
Created from a rural fringe of Los Angeles, this laud became its 
own county in 1889, and make no mistake, Orange County and LA 
are two distinctly separate environments. Growing up in north" 
Orange County, my public-school education on the history of the 
area presented an image of a fertile farm community - including the 
area's most abundant crop, oranges - though this region is naturally 
a desert and could not exist in its modern form without pumping 
water in from across the state. 



It was in the early logo's, with orange groves still 
dominating the landscape, that Walt Disney bought a parcel of land 
in the city of Anaheim and transformed the orchards into 
Disneyland, the spark which would ignite a conflagration of 
industrial development throughout the region. Around this same 
time, LA was growing and property was becoming increasingly 
costly and scarce. Orange County advertised modern housing, rural 
open space, high-quality schools and a temperate climate, along with 
cheaper space away from the gridlock and glamour of LA. This 
attracted residents and industry, particularly aircraft firms. 

Within jo years, the county was home to internationally 
operating aerospace firms including Boeing, Northrop, Hughes, and 
McDonnell Douglas, making this industry one of the county's top 
employers. Around the 1980's these manufacturers made a general 
move away from aircraft and into missile and -weapons systems 
technologies. Today, the county exists within a grid of 12- lane 
freeways and is the home to the corporate headquarters of 
corporations such as Taco Bell, Wendy's, Carl's Jr, and Kimberly 
Clark, maintaining an economy of over $60 billion a year, the 10th 
largest county economy in the nation. 

Today if you were to look into the advertised aspects of 
the county, you would hear of decentralized business districts, 
year-round sun, and plenty of recreational opportunities including 
beaches, amusement parks, professional sports teams, concert 
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I awoke on a hill of grass and loaves amidst a sky of a 
thousand hidden birds chirping. The tall lanky trees which last night 
stood silhouetted before a moist gray ho r iron appeared a dense 
forest of eucalyptus trees beneath a morning sky clouded with fog. 
The smell of eucalyptus surrounded me... eucalyptus and my own 
damp sleeping bag. 

I looked at the piece I tore from the newspaper last night. 
The Anarchist Bookfair begins at in this morning. TIuti 1 - ' ! '-<^' 
that waking up like this - amongst trees and mosquitoes rather than 
clock radios and central heating - hardly gives a person an accurate 
sense of time. So I hopped on my bike and rode through the 
Presidio to a spot overlooking the Pacific Ocean, my first view of it 
in nearly six months, a depressingly long amount of time* for 
someone who spent the bulk of their life so close to the beach and 
enjoys the feel of warm sand and the sound of crashing waves 
possibly more than anything else. 



So I say that it was the bookfair that brought me to San 
Francisco, but, really, the bookfair was mostly just an excuse to quit 
my job and spend some time in warmer climates, as 1 can't say that 
this last winter in Portland can be reminisced upon as being all that 
exciting. Nearly six straight months of biting rain and numbing cold 
and employment isn't my idea of a party. I think the only positive 
outcome has been the new wave songs I've learned how to play on 
my keyboard. Anyway, a while back I decided to haul my bike with 
me down to San Francisco for the weekend, and then attempt to ride 
down to Southern California. More or less the same coastal route 
I've ridden once previously, though this time would be much less of 
a rush. On my last ride, I had gone from San Francisco to Orange 
County in five days. This time my only deadline was to be in 
Ventura, a coastal city just north of Los Angeles Counrv, in two 
weeks for the reservation I made to spend my birthday on an island 
off the southern California coast. 
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